Introduction
the conditions before and after State monopolisa-
tion, a little difficulty was encountered in
collecting data from the various registers of the
Police Department. Sometimes the author
found that the figures did not always tally,
and thus slight discrepancies were observable.
While the fullest and the most accurate data
could be had for the State Transport system,
similar details about the private undertakings
that operate in other parts of Travancore were
not available.
'The survey of the United Motor Service was
also comprehensive, but being a private company
run on competitive lines, the financial aspects
of its working were not disclosed. This system
is one of the very largest in India and operates
47 routes in the districts of Coimbatore, Madura,
Trichinopoly, the Nilgiris and South Malabar.
It operates both as a co-ordinated service and
as a competitive service. On certain sections,
especially in the west of Coimbatore it competes
with the other road services as well as with
the Railway, But elsewhere it is ran in co-
ordination with the South Indian Railway.
There are three important out-agencies at
Tirupur, Q-obichettipalayam and Darapuram,
besides others at Vannathurai, Valparai,
Palladam and Satyamangalam. In these areas
the United Motor Service is the chief road
operator and combines the efficiency and preci-
sion of the railways with the flexibility and
ease of the road. Dharapuram is the most
important out-agency on this service and much
valuable information was obtained there.